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which aims to enhance China’s links with Asia, Europe, and Africa through a network of  

years, the world has witnessed China’s investment of  trillions of  dollars in Asia and Africa’s 

geoeconomic terms, in his new book Geocultural Power: China’s Quest to Revive the Silk Roads 
for the Twenty-First Century

and reshaping history, as Winter forcefully argues, China is actively adopting the past as a 
mechanism of  heritage policy, emphasising the idea that societies in different parts of  the 

a new form of  geocultural power.

and assemblages. After an introduction to the conceptual framework in Chapter 1, the following 
six chapters map out the interconnected pathways of  how China attempts to engineer the 

concept, revealing that its history since the nineteenth century has been understood within 

they have been used in the discourse of  government to nurture international relationships. 
Chapter 4 examines a series of  infrastructure investments trumpeted as outcomes of  the 

particular values and structures maritime heritage policy, a strategy embraced not only by 

by contrasting processes of  smoothing to Anna Tsing’s notion of  friction.

as a geocultural imaginary and thus function as a form of  geocultural power. With the 

platform to exercise its geocultural advantage. In this way, two spatial arcs converge—the 
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exchange and integration, doubtlessly represent a new mechanism through which more 

the discourses are being purposely reshaped. As Winter persuasively demonstrates through 
his narrative, histories and cultural artefacts are not necessarily recounted in accordance with 

by the bundling up of  both material objects from the past but also of  current political and 
economic forces.   

One of  the most important contributions in this book is its emphasis on the Maritime 

are put together by different countries to form an integrated story of  a shared past. Not 

Much of  Winter’s discussion is fascinating and convincing, yet on some occasions, 
one may have a feeling that the author is somehow overstressing the geocultural power. 

1 As for the reason why this project failed to 

Road mapped onto a narrative of  history being propelled forward by rapid changes in the 

1 The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction
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international relations, their importance should not be exaggerated.

a compelling study of  how objects and discourses about past events and people are being 

and Road. Covering a panoramic scope of  issues, Geocultural Power
introductory overview and scholarly reading. As China’s economy continues to grow and the 
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and then during the 2020 Nagorno Karabakh War. Numerous observers have explained the 

studies have given priority to the effects of  the creation of  autonomies in the region and 
their status. In a similar vein, in  in the Caucasus

research, mainly through Russian and partly Armenian sources, the author elaborates on the 
underlying motives and the process of  the establishment of  autonomous political entities 
and institutions in the Caucasus and the effects of  these mechanisms on both past and recent 

towards the Caucasus from the beginning of  the nineteenth century to 1918. The author 
asserts that dissimilar to the Ottoman and Iranian empires, Russian rule aimed at the political, 
social, and identity transformation of  the region by imposing its power via transferring and 
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